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poor, and if they do so, their zakat obligation is not settled.
According to the author of the Mugni* the owner, when
ordered, should for the sake of loyalty pay the zakat of his
apparent property to the imam even if the latter should be
tyrannical, for the author adds that by being tyrannical the
imam does not forfeit his rule. The second view is that
the order constitutes only a mustahdbb obligation and is
merely meant to exhort the owner to loyalty (izhara li
Jl-tafah). If, therefore, he himself pays the zakat directly
to the poor, his zakat obligation is discharged.

In short, according to the Hanifites, within the cities, the
zakat of non-apparent property is disbursed by the owner
himself directly to the beneficiaries of gakat, or, if he so
chooses, to the collector. If non-apparent property is
taken outside of the city into the country, it becomes
apparent and, as in the case of other apparent prop-
erty, its zakat must then be paid to the public col-
lector and may not be disbursed by the owners directly
to the beneficiaries. Finally, the zakat of animals must
always be paid to the collector. Al-Shafi'i, in his more
recent view,2 contends that the zakat of animals may
be paid by the owners directly to the beneficiaries, for
instance, to the poor, because the poor for whom the
zakat is paid have a right in property subject to zakat f
and when the zakat has been given directly to them this
right (haqq) will have reached its destination; under
these conditions the zakat debt must therefore be considered
settled exactly as the price of a thing bought would have
been settled if the buyer gave the price to the principal of
the agent rather than to the agent from whom he bought it.
Moreover, since the collector collects the zakat in order
later to disburse it to the poor, and the owner by himself
disbursing it to the poor has spared the collector that

1 P. 402.                                            * Minh&j, p. 264.